
Graduate Research Opportunity: Perceptions and Management in Coastal Socio-Ecological Systems 

Dr. Kiera O’Donnell in the Department of Earth, Environment, and Planning at East Carolina University is 

recruiting a Ph.D. in Integrated Coastal Sciences to study natural- and nature-based features through a 

socio-ecological systems lens. Dr. O’Donnell’s lab focuses on how society and ecosystems interact 

before, during, and, after hazards. This project aims to incorporate coastal human perceptions and 

ecosystem needs to better understand socio-ecological coastal sustainability and resilience. The student 

will be expected to build on previous social surveys and nature based solution assessments to help 

better understand the socio-ecological benefits of nature-based solutions.  

The student will have opportunities to conduct socio-ecological fieldwork in coastal environments, 

analyze environmental and social data, and collaborate with local communities and research partners. 

Ideal candidates are eager to work across disciplines and have interests in human-environment 

interactions, ecosystem services, or environmental geography. Experience with GIS, field research, or 

community-based methods is helpful but not required. 

 

Minimum Qualifications: 

- Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in anthropology, geography, coastal sciences, environmental 

sciences, or related fields.  

- Excellent organization, writing, and communication skills.  

- Methodological and analytical training in qualitative or quantitative approaches 

- Experience working with communities.  

Interested students are invited to send a letter outlining previous research or professional experiences, 

motivation for pursuing a PhD and research interests; a CV; and names of 2-3 references to Dr. Kiera 

O’Donnell.  

 

For more information or to discuss opportunities to join the lab, please contact Dr. Kiera O’Donnell at 

odonnellk25@ecu.edu.  
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